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Basic in-text citation rules 
In MLA style, referring to the works of others in your text is done by using what is known 
as parenthetical citation. This method involves placing relevant source information in 
parentheses after a quote or a paraphrase. 
 
General Guidelines 

The source information required in a parenthetical citation depends (1.) upon the source 
medium (e.g. Print, Web, DVD) and (2.) upon the source’s entry on the Works Cited 
(bibliography) page. 

Any source information that you provide in-text must correspond to the source information 
on the Works Cited page. More specifically, whatever signal word or phrase you provide to 
your readers in the text must be the first thing that appears on the left-hand margin of the 
corresponding entry in the Works Cited List. 

 

In-text citations: Author-page style 
MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the 
author's last name and the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken 
must appear in the text, and a complete reference should appear on your Works Cited page. 
The author's name may appear either in the sentence itself or in parentheses following the 
quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s) should always appear in the parentheses, 
not in the text of your sentence. For example: 
 
Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of 
powerful feelings" (263). 
 
Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" 
(Wordsworth 263). 
 
Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263). 
 
Both citations in the examples above, (263) and (Wordsworth 263), tell readers that the 
information in the sentence can be located on page 263 of a work by an author named 
Wordsworth.  
 
If readers want more information about this source, they can turn to the Works Cited page, 
where, under the name of Wordsworth, they would find the following information: 
 
Wordsworth, William. Lyrical Ballads. Oxford UP, 1967. 
 
 



 
 
 
Citing a work by multiple authors 
For a source with two authors, list the authors’ last names in the text or in the parenthetical 
citation: 
 
Best and Marcus argue that one should read a text for what it says on its surface, rather than 
looking for some hidden meaning (9). 
 
The authors claim that surface reading looks at what is “evident, perceptible, apprehensible 
in texts” (Best and Marcus 9). 
 
Corresponding works cited entry: 
 
Best, David, and Sharon Marcus. “Surface Reading: An Introduction.” Representations, vol. 
108, no. 1, Fall 2009, pp. 1-21. JSTOR, doi:10.1525/rep.2009.108.1.1 
 
Or 

Marx, Karl and Friedrich Engels. The Marx-Engels Reader. Translated by Robert C. Tucker, W. 
W. Norton & Company, 1978. 

Citation for Your Money or Your Life: ____________________________________________ 

 

A Work in an Anthology, Reference, or Collection 
Works may include an essay in an edited collection or anthology, or a chapter of a book. The 
basic form is for this sort of citation is as follows: 
 
Last name, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Collection, edited by Editor's Name(s), 
Publisher, Year, Page range of entry. 
 
Some examples: 
Harris, Muriel. "Talk to Me: Engaging Reluctant Writers." A Tutor's Guide: Helping Writers One 
to One, edited by Ben Rafoth, Heinemann, 2000, pp. 24-34. 
 
EXAMPLE 
Schor, Juliet. “The New Politics of Consumption: Why Americans Want So Much More 
Than They Need” Gender, Race and Class in Media, edited by Gail Dines and Jean M. Humez, 
2011, pp. 205-211.  
 
 
 
 



Basic Style for Citations of Electronic Sources (Including Online Databases) 
Here are some common features you should try to find before citing electronic sources in 
MLA style. Not every Web page will provide all of the following information. However, 
collect as much of the following information as possible both for your citations and for your 
research notes: 

• Author and/or editor names (if available); last names first. 
• "Article name in quotation marks." 
• Title of the website, project, or book in italics. 
• Any version numbers available, including editions (ed.), revisions, posting dates, 

volumes (vol.), or issue numbers (no.). 
• Publisher information, including the publisher name and publishing date. 
• Take note of any page numbers (p. or pp.) or paragraph numbers (par. or pars.). 
• URL (without the https://) DOI or permalink. 
• Date you accessed the material (Date Accessed)—While not required, it is highly 

recommended, especially when dealing with pages that change frequently or do not 
have a visible copyright date. 

• Remember to cite containers after your regular citation. Examples of containers are 
collections of short stories or poems, a television series, or even a website. A 
container is anything that is a part of a larger body of works. 

Use the following format: 
Author. Title. Title of container (self contained if book), Other contributors (translators or 
editors), Version (edition), Number (vol. and/or no.), Publisher, Publication Date, Location 
(pages, paragraphs and/or URL, DOI or permalink). 2nd container’s title, Other contributors, 
Version, Number, Publisher, Publication date, Location, Date of Access (if applicable). 
 
EXAMPLE 
Brodesser-Akner, Taffy. “Marie Kondo and the Ruthless War on Stuff” New York Times 
Magazine, 6 July. 2016. https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/10/magazine/marie-kondo-and-
the-ruthless-war-on-stuff.html Accessed 11 July. 2016.  
 
ART WORK 
 
A Painting, Sculpture, or Photograph 
Provide the artist's name, the title of the artwork in italics, the date of composition, and the 
medium of the piece. Finally, provide the name of the institution that houses the artwork 
followed by the location of the institution (if the location is not listed in the name of the 
institution, e.g. The Art Institute of Chicago). 
 
Goya, Francisco. The Family of Charles IV. 1800, oil on canvas, Museo del Prado, Madrid. 
 
For photographic reproductions of artwork (e.g. images of artwork in a book), treat the 
book or website as a container. Remember that for a second container, the title is listed first, 
before the contributors.  Cite the bibliographic information as above followed by the 
information for the source in which the photograph appears, including page or reference 
numbers (plate, figure, etc.). 



 
Goya, Francisco. The Family of Charles IV. 1800, Museo del Prado, Madrid. Gardener's Art 
Through the Ages, 10th ed., by Richard G. Tansey and Fred S. Kleiner, Harcourt Brace, p. 939. 
 
Films or Movies 
List films by their title. Include the name of the director, the film studio or distributor, and 
the release year. If relevant, list performer names after the director's name. 
 
The Usual Suspects. Directed by Bryan Singer, performances by Kevin Spacey, Gabriel Byrne, 
Chazz Palminteri, Stephen Baldwin, and Benecio del Toro, Polygram, 1995. 
 
Minimalism:  A Documentary About the Important Things.  Directed by Matt D’Avella, 2016 
 
The True Cost, Directed by Andrew Morgan, 2015 
 
The Story of Stuff, Directed by Louis Fox, 2007 
 
Time-based media sources 
When creating in-text citations for media that has a runtime, such as a movie or podcast, 
include the range of hours, minutes and seconds you plan to reference, like so (00:02:15-
00:02:35). 
 
Citing indirect sources 
Sometimes you may have to use an indirect source. An indirect source is a source cited in 
another source. For such indirect quotations, use "qtd. in" to indicate the source you actually 
consulted.  
 
For example: 
Ravitch argues that high schools are pressured to act as "social service centers, and they 
don't do that well" (qtd. in Weisman 259). 
 
Provide an example for a quote in Alain de Botton’s Status Anxiety: 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Note that, in most cases, a responsible researcher will attempt to find the original source, 
rather than citing an indirect source. 
 
 
SAMPLE WORKS CITED 
 
This page provides an example of a Works Cited page in MLA 2016 format. 
Note: We have chosen to include the date of access for the online sources below. The latest 
MLA guidelines specify that this is optional, but strongly recommended for sources whose 
date of publication is unavailable.  
 
Note, that the works cited is listed in alphabetical order. 



 
Works Cited 

Dean, Cornelia. "Executive on a Mission: Saving the Planet." The New York Times, 22 May 2007, 

www.nytimes.com/2007/05/22/science/earth/22ander.html?_r=0. Accessed 12 May 2016. 

Ebert, Roger. Review of An Inconvenient Truth, directed by Davis Guggenheim. rogerebert.com, 1 

June 2006, www.rogerebert.com/reviews/an-inconvenient-truth-2006. Accessed 15 June 

2016. 

Gowdy, John. "Avoiding Self-organized Extinction: Toward a Co-evolutionary Economics of 

Sustainability." International Journal of Sustainable Development and World Ecology, vol. 14, no. 1, 

2007, pp. 27-36. 

An Inconvenient Truth. Directed by Davis Guggenheim, performances by Al Gore and Billy West, 

Paramount, 2006. 

Leroux, Marcel. Global Warming: Myth or Reality?: The Erring Ways of Climatology. Springer, 2005. 

Milken, Michael, et al. "On Global Warming and Financial Imbalances." New Perspectives Quarterly, 

vol. 23, no. 4, 2006, p. 63. 

Nordhaus, William D. "After Kyoto: Alternative Mechanisms to Control Global 

Warming." American Economic Review, vol. 96, no. 2, 2006, pp. 31-34. 

---. "Global Warming Economics." Science, vol. 294, no. 5545, 9 Nov. 2001, pp. 1283-84, DOI: 

10.1126/science.1065007. 

Regas, Diane. “Three Key Energy Policies That Can Help Us Turn the Corner on 

Climate.” Environmental Defense Fund, 1 June 2016, www.edf.org/blog/2016/06/01/3-key-

energy-policies-can-help-us-turn-corner-climate. Accessed 19 July 2016. 



Revkin, Andrew C. “Clinton on Climate Change.” The New York Times, 17 May 2007, 

www.nytimes.com/video/world/americas/1194817109438/clinton-on-climate-change.html. 

Accessed 29 July 2016. 

Shulte, Bret. "Putting a Price on Pollution." US News & World Report, vol. 142, no. 17, 14 May 

2007, p. 37. Ebsco, Access no: 24984616. 

Uzawa, Hirofumi. Economic Theory and Global Warming. Cambridge UP, 2003. 
 


